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quickly as possible, and now the urgency was even greater.
But he was not at all certain that violence could lead to a
fascist success. He knew very well that the state, feeble
though it was, could crush any outbreak with the greatest
of ease. The idea of celebrating his victory by a spectacular
entry into Rome at the head of the fascist legions sometimes
appealed to him, but he was instinctively on his guard against
any romanticism and preferred to turn to less brilliant and
less risky solutions. If the march involved too many risks
other methods must be found at all costs : hence the
negotiations with the old politicians. In putting forward
the alternatives of legal conquest or violence he was sincere,
because he was following the situation and his own interests
to their logical conclusion, and because this was the real
choice that was being forced on himself and the fascist
movement. On the one hand he knew how much the
situation had changed in his favour, and how much
fascist violence, the negative attitude of the state, and the
mistakes of his enemies had contributed to his own strength.
He wanted to exert this strength to the utmost and convert
it into political power.
On the other hand he realized that matters had gone so
far that a decision could not long be postponed. Even at
the beginning of October he was afraid he would be forced
to choose between a Giolitti government and insurrection,
and he did all he could to avoid the dilemma. Towards the
middle of the month, of all the reasons which were driving
him to make up his mind two in particular forced his hand :
Giolitti's determination to form a government with or
without the fascists, and the demonstration in Rome that
the Facta government were staging on November 4 for
d'Annunzio and the ex-servicemen around the c altar of
their country'. It was at this moment that the National
Fascist Party called for the immediate convocation of the
Chamber and new elections. According to Italo Balbo this
was only a manoeuvre. ' We are playing hide and seek',
he wrote in his Diary. c The election scare is more than
enough to take in the old parliamentarians, who are tumbling
over each other to gain our alliance. With this bait we shall
do what we like with them. We may have been born